Acts of the Apostles 



EmuIation 

Acts 11.22-50 



The Imitation of Christ is a book written almost 600 years ago 
around the year 1418 by Thomas a Kempis. 

The work is a manual of devotion intended to assist the Christian 
in his or her pursuit of holiness and communion with God. It calls 
on the Christian to imitate the life of Christ which is "the highest 
study possible to a mortal." 

The emphasis of the book is on the development of the inner man 
to be Christ- like in all of his ways so that the person of Christ will 
be manifested in our visible walk and talk before the world. 

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth. . . 

/ Cor. 11:1 You should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ. 

This morning, we will look at the life of a biblical character who 
truly was an imitation of Christ and thus a model for others to 
imitate. 

His name is Barnabas. 

We begin in Acts where we left off last week - Acts 1 1.22-30. 

Things seemed to be happening fast in the first century church 
following the coming of the Holy Spirit in power at Pentecost. 

The church had grown with unpredictable rapidity and, following 
increased persecution from the Jews, had dispersed across the 
Empire to places as far away as Rome and places like Cyrene, 
Libya along the coast of north Africa. 

The gospel message had been shared with the Samaritans with 
startling results. And, as we learned in. . . 

Acts 8:14 ...when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John. 
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Philip brought back his testimony of how Christ had sent him to 
the southern reaches of the land to witness to one man and how 
that man had professed Christ as Lord and was baptized. 

Next, Peter brought back further testimony of how the message of 
the gospel was affecting those who were not Jews in the story of 
how the Holy Spirit came on Cornelius and his household, how 
they had professed Christ as Lord and were baptized. 

The one thing that all of these who had been saved thus far had in 
common is that, while they were not Jewish, they at least 
worshipped the same God as the Jews. 

Now a message had arrived in Jerusalemfrom Antioch that even 
those who are not worshippers of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob - those considered to be heathen and outside of the scope of 
God's mercy - had come to know Christ as Savior and Lord. 

Verse 22 says that, as soon as they heard the "tidings" - the news 
or the report - of what had happened in Antioch, "they sent 
Barnabas off to Antioch" to check out what had happened and to 
confirm if the news was true. 

We have met Barnabas on two earlier occasions. The first time is 
in Acts 4.36-37. 

Barnabas seems to have been among the first converts to Chrsit 
following the events of Pentecost. He was certainly one whose 
name became noted in the church because of the testimony of his 
faithfulness and the nature of his heart. 

Barnabas was born on the island of Cyprus and may have 
personally known the men who had carried the message to 
Antioch. If this is true, it would explain in part the reason why the 
apostles decided to send him to Antioch instead of Peter or John. 

In this instance in Acts 4, we come to know Barnabas as a man of 
relative wealth whose generosity testified to the work that Christ 
had done in his heart. 
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He seemed to have realized early on that this worlds possessions 
were not really his - that everything belonged to God and that 
God expected him to use those possessions for the benefit of the 
church as a whole. 

He gave himself, his possessions, his all in response to the calling 
of Christ. 

The next time we meet Barnabas is when Saul - later the Apostle 
Paul - made his first visit to Jerusalem following his conversion 
on the road to Damascus. Acts 9.26-27 

Later we will see Barnabas as Paul's companion, but in these 
verses, we see him as Paul's champion. 

Since Barnabas was from Cyprus and since Cyprus is not very far 
away from Tarsus, the home of Saul during his formative years, it 
is possible that Barnabas knew Saul from earlier days. 

There is merit in this thought when we see that, as soon as 
Barnabas arrived in Antioch and realized the truth of the stories 
that had been related - that in fact salvation had come to those 
who were previously of a heathen background - his first response 
was to travel to Tarsus to find Saul and bring him to Antioch. 

But back in Acts 9, when everyone in the church at Jerusalem was 
fearful of giving Saul any sort of hearing, Barnabas came to his 
defense and convinced the apostles to listen to what Christ had 
done in Saul's life. 

Actually, according to Gal. 1.18-19, Barnabas spoke only to Peter 
and James, Jesus' brother. For some reason, the other apostles 
were not around. Maybe they were all out on some mission effort. 

Upon hearing the testimony of Barnabas, the church opened its 
arms to Saul. 

There is a lesson for the church in this. We all know the story of 
Saul's conversion from having read Luke's history of all the 
events related to it in earlier chapters. 
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• How Jesus appeared to Saul 

• How Jesus spoke to Saul and personally called him by 
name to salvation and to ministry 

• Ananias gave evidence to the validity of Saul's salvation 
experience as a result of Jesus having appeared directly to 
him. 

So we are somewhat surprised at the reaction of the apostles to the 
claims of Saul. 

Yet we must realize that the apostles did not have the writings of 
Luke, nor had God seen fit to inform them before hand of the 
conversion of Saul as He did with Ananias. 

As far as they knew, this was the same man who had left three 
years earlier with a rage in his heart to destroy everyone and 
everything related to the church. They were correct in their 
caution. 

The church should also be cautious in granting membership into 
the church simply on the testimony of the person seeking to 
become a member. 

We must not be judgmental or legalistic, but the church is merited 
in requiring some evidence of a person's conversion experience: 

• either in the form of the testimony of another person 

• through a letter of recommendation from another body of 
believers 

• through a time of probation when the church comes to 
realize the validity of the person's testimony. 

The Bible does not tell us how Barnabas came to know about 
Saul's conversion experience, but he spoke up on Saul's behalf. 
The church granted an open door to Saul based on the integrity 
and reputation of Barnabas. 

What we learn about Barnabas from this episode is that he is not 
only generous with his person and his possessions, but is also 
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willing to place his own reputation on the line on the behalf of 
others - even in the face of hostility and fear. 

We will see this characteristic again in a later event in the story of 
the early church's missions activities. 

We will meet Barnabas several more times in the next four 
chapters of Acts. Paul mentions him on several occasions in his 
letters to Corinth, Galatia, and Colossae. 

His relative, Mark, becomes an important person in the story of 
the first century church. After traveling with Paul and Barnabas on 
their missionary journeys, Mark apparently became a disciple of 
Peter. 

As a result of what he learned from his time with Peter, Mark 
wrote the first of the gospels - the story of the birth and ministry 
of Jesus - even though it is the second book of the NT. 

Barnabas is no insignificant actor in this early drama of church 
history. Yet you cannot read about him without marveling at the 
testimony of his humility and his love for others. 

His name was actually Joseph, or Joses. The name Barnabas 
seems to have been a nickname given him by the disciples as a 
result of his personality and character. 

The name Barnabas meant "son of consolation" acording to 
Acts 4.36. The word translated consolation could also mean 
exhortation, entreaty, petition, or advocacy. It would seem that 
the reason Barnabas was given this name was because of his gift 
of "speaking or exhorting the people to holiness." 

In Verse 23 the Bible says that as soon as Barnabas arrived at 
Antioch and realized that he was witnessing grace of God 
among these people, that he immediately "exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose." 

He is a Levite, which means he served in a priestly role in the 
religion of the Jews. As descendants of the tribe of Levi, the 
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Levites were considered to be among the holiest men in the 
nation. They served in the Temple area as. . . 

• the choir and the orchestra 

• watchmen and doormen 

• assistants to the priests in the Temple sacrifices 

They were also teachers and rabbis and, since Barnabas was from 
Cyprus and did not live near the Temple, it is likely that this was 
his occupation. 

This would also corelate with the name by which he was most 
commonly known. In other words, Barnabas was not only a good 
preacher, he was also a good pastor and a great encourager. Later 
(Acts 14.14) he is referred to as an apostle on an equal standing 
with that of the Apostle Paul. 

In our text for today, Barnabas is referred to as "a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. " 

He is an described as "good." This is the word agathos, meaning 
that he was considered to be 

• Upright and honorable 

• One who could be counted on to fulfill his required duties 

• Free from guile - purposely avoided anything that might 
lead to corruption 

• Benevolent, kind, generous 

Barnabas was an agathist - a person who is a forward-looker who 
believes that the world and things in general are heading for the 
better. Things may look bleak at the moment and the road ahead 
may appear to be rough, but in the end, everything will work out 
for the good. 

An optimist sees things as they are, accepts things as they are, and 
has a positive attitude about it. 

An agathist sees things as they are but believes that things will get 
better as time goes by. 
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An 8-ounce glass containing four ounces. . . 

• Pessimist - half empty 

• Optimist - half full 

• Agathist - the glass is on its way to being filled 

This should always be the attitude of a Christian. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 

He was a good man. 

Secondly, he was filled with the Holy Spirit. This is the same 
description given of Stephen and the rest of the seven who were 
chosen to deal with the distribution of food in the early days of the 
church. 

God has called us, not just so that we can go to heaven, but so that 
He can make us holy. Barnabas was a man committed to serving 
Jesus and the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance - all of these 
were evident in his life. 

Thirdly, he was filled with faith. The meaning here is that he had 
strong convictions about the sovereignty of God, of salvation 
being found only in jesus Christ, and an unwavering trust in the 
promises of God. 

He was a man of strong conviction tempered by strong 
compassion - one without the other is useless. (1 Cor. 13.1-3) 

The Bible says in Verse 26 that Barnabas and Saul fulfilled the 
Great Commission in Antioch - they lived among the people for 
one year teaching a great many people the truth of Christ. As a 
result of their work, many more people were added to the church. 

Luke 6:40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when 
he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

Page 7 



Acts of the Apostles 



The disciple who is true to his lessons and models himself after 
his teacher will soon begin to act and to think and to believe as his 
teacher. 

Barnabas and Saul were disciples of Christ. They modeled the life 
of Christ among these new believers in Antioch until the believers 
themselves began to look and to act and believe as Christ. In fact, 
they did such a good job of discipleship - of teaching the people 
to follow Christ - that the city soon began to refer to believers as 
"Christians" - or little Christs. 

Wouldn't it be grand today if people today called us Christians, 
not because of what we professed, but because we allowed Christ 
to live His life in us to the extent that those around us would see 
Christ in our everyday lives. 

Together, Barnabas and Saul taught the believers of Antioch to 
love as Christ loved and when the opportunity came to 
demonstrate that love, the people immediately took advantage of 
it. 

Several prophets came to Antioch from Jerusalem, among them a 
man named Agabus. Agabus was apparently well known as a 
prophet among the people of Judea. We will see him again in Acts 
21 where he foretells the arrest of Paul and his deliverance to the 
Romans. 

Now, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he foretells a great 
famine that was coming that would affect the entire world. 

Considering the date of Pentecost, which was about 33 AD, and 
the few references to time mentioned in the biblical record, we 
can guess that these events in Antioch took place somewhere 
around 38-39 AD. 

Claudius Caesar came to the throne in 41 AD and ruled for 13 
years. During his reign, there were at least four serious famines, 
one of which was particularly severe in Judea during the fourth 
year of his reign. 
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In response, the church at Antioch - these formerly heathen 
people so despised by the Jews, many of whom are now among 
the redeemed - determined to take up an offering of benevolence 
and send it to the churches in Judea. 

The disciples (Notice that Luke still does not use the term 
"Christian.") gave "every man according to his ability," and sent 
their benevolent offering to the Judea. 

And to whom did they entrust this offering to deliver it to the 
saints in Judea 300 miles away? The same Barnabas and Saul who 
had so faithfully and diligently taught among them for the 
previous year. 

If you are looking for a life-model, of course the best that you 
could ever do is to model your life after Christ. But if you are 
looking for an example of what that model would look like in real 
life, then take a good look at the person and the life and testimony 
of Barnabas, truly a man after God's own heart. 
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